‘Be alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour. Resist him, standing firm in the faith because you know that the family of believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings.’ -I Peter 5:8-9 (NIV)
	When I read this verse, I think of a lion with no teeth stalking its prey waiting to single out those who are distracted. The distracted part from the herd and run with their life. Eventually they become exhausted and sit and wait to be devoured. But wait for what? This enemy was defeated at the cross! Jesus conquered death and Hell for you. So why do we run from an enemy with no power over us…
	In the modern age that we live we have so much access to so many things on the internet. It is literally at the tip of our fingers. Temptation has come closer to us than any other time period in history. With a click away on our phones, our tablets, our computers we can see anything. The dark has become darker and the light has become brighter. The line that separates these two is a growing brutal war ground taking family and friends. On that line, in this war, the world tries to make all things grey and it is here we must stand strong. Recognizing sin, battling that, but in all the same fierceness love the fallen; that is all of us for there are none perfect but those of us being perfected by the grace of God through Jesus Christ. I recently read an article by Beckie Lindsey called ‘Pornography Epidemic: Psst! It’s not just men who use it’ (www.beckielindsey16.com July 17, 2017). In this article, she discusses pornography and how it is a major issue for women and men, as well as the effects of this parasitical problem we as Christians face on the frontlines in this world (because whether you like it or not we all on the line until our Father in Heaven calls us home and here we face all sorts of temptations). After reading this I was spurred to study the biblical perspective of pornography. Not so much as why is it bad, but the lure of it, why we stay in sin, how do we become free of it, what things to remember in our trial, and what groups or websites can we go to get help. 
I have spent nine years working with addicts. From 2002-2007 I worked with teenage sex offenders in a residential treatment program.   I know the temptations of things that are laid before us. Pornography is a unique problem in itself. The DSM V (the fifth and latest edition of the Diagnostic Statistics Manual used by social workers and those in mental health professions) does not mention pornography as a problem because it is considered too broad to define. It does however mention addictions. Sexual addictions are also not included in it. This does not mean it is not addictive nor that it cannot become an addiction nor that it is wrong. There are some things the world will always have difficulty defining as right and wrong. I recently had a conversation with a mental health professional about porn and addiction. He said what is the problem when there are boundaries. I said the problem is that with such a powerful persuasion that porn has, where are the limits? Porn is unlike any other addiction because there are no limits. It is so readily available to us all the time as opposed to a drug addiction where you have to do something to get something. Porn is sinful (Gal 5:19-21). ‘But I tell you that anyone who looks at a woman lustfully has committed adultery’ (Mt 5:28). We are born in sin. Our nature is sinful. We without God are prone to fall short always. So, from here I will continue…
‘When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by evil, not does he tempt anyone; but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by their own evil desire and enticed. Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.’ -James 1:13-15 (NIV)
The lure is the thing that hooks us and drags us from God. Since Adam and Eve’s fell we have become slaves to sin (Rom 6:20 NIV). It pulls at us and taunts us. I have wondered why do we take the bait. We are Christians, right? Our Jesus conquered death and hell for us and we have the Holy Spirit in us that gives us self-control. So why would something as blatantly bad as porn lure us? So far, I have found three lures of pornography, outside and inside the attraction of sex. The first I found were excuses. This is the ‘innocent’ lure. It comes in the guise of ‘Well, I’m truly just curious about this and that’. But in the use of this excuse we are seduced by the crumb trails the world laid out before us and we are hooked. Psalms 141:4, NIV, says for us not to ‘let my heart be drawn to what is evil so that I take part in wicked deeds.’ Once we start it is harder to stop. Another lure is the ‘I’m bored’.  When there is nothing else to do and we want something exciting to do. Sexual stimulation increases oxytocin and other hormones in the brain, it feels good. This level of excitement produced even by the lie of pornography can become addictive and ‘feel good’ for the time but leave you empty. On top of Proverbs 16:27-29 which talks about how ‘idle hands are the devil’s workshop’ there are the following verses discussing idleness (as in not being engaged in productive thought): Proverbs 22:13; 26:13-16; Mal 2:17; Rom 1:20; I Tim 6:9. Lures come in different forms the ‘I’m angry’ lure is interesting. It is the thought that comes as a way of revenge to a spouse or boyfriend or girlfriend. Thinking that this betrayal will hurt them more than you. I will tell you this, that opening up a door such as this will make your life difficult because this is a door that is hard to shut. This will harden your heart and make the relationship strenuous (Heb 3:8 NIV). The last lure is the biggest lie. It is the seeking of love in the wrong places (Mt 6:21; I John 4:8 NIV). We are not meant to be alone. God put eternity in the hearts of men to draw them to him (Ecc 3:11 NIV). God even puts together a fellowship of brothers and sister to spur one another to Christ (Heb 10:24 NIV). But the continues world to tell us ‘fill that hole with this…fill it with that…’ Feelings of rejection can run deep. It can push us away from someone, blind us from God, and draw us into the lust filled lies of pornography. 
When we take the bait, many stay. This hook is nasty. It digs in deep with its three prongs. These pull us up and away from safety and life. One prong is shame. Proverbs 28:13, NIV, says, ‘Whoever conceals their sins does not prosper, but the one who confesses and renounces finds mercy.’  We feel bad about what we do and our own hearts condemn us (I Jn 3:19-21 NIV). This condemnation can push us into seclusion. Within shame we also have pride (Pv 26:12-16; Mt 4:7; I Tim 6:3-5; I Jn 3:8-10 NIV). When around other people, brothers and sisters in Christ or not, we have a desire to carry a certain presence. We want others to look at us and not see our faults. In essence, we build ourselves up to look as though we are our own saviors. The lie here is that we are not saved by ourselves but the grace of God (Eph 2:8 NIV). The second prong is true seclusion. Remember what I said before: that Satan is like a lion and when a lion is on the hunt he tries to seclude one from the pack. Sin is the same. It makes us want to be alone and think we are the only ones going through this. That this struggle is not only unique to us but our fight alone. This is yet another lie. We are never alone, God is with us all the time, he never leaves us or forsakes us (Heb 13:5 NIV). We are part of a body, the body of Christ (I Cor 12:27). In this we have a fellowship where we help build up and encourage each other in Christ. This fight against pornography is not unique to you. ‘No temptation has overtaken you except what is common to man’ (I Cor 10:13a). This fight cannot be fought by singling yourself out because then you become an easier prey. The final prong is addiction. Pornography is so easy to become addicted too because there are no set limits. Again, it’s like Pringles, ‘once you start it is hard to stop’. It is a symptom of the heart (I Sam 16:7; Pv 4:23 NIV). Pornography tears into us like a parasite. It is a sin that feeds and will always want more. This is where it becomes an addiction. Addiction is destructive and rips apart families and lives. It is a seed of destruction that settles in your heart can grow into a terrible weed. These three hooks of pornography are what makes us want to stay in sin.
So, once we are hooked it is hard as hell to be free. And yes, I mean that in the fullest of sense because this is slavery to sin, this is a hell that we created and is one of the biggest things Christ freed us from. In all the mess we can possibly get in, God gives us a way out. ‘And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can endure it’ (I Cor 10:13b). When thinking about this I wonder what it means to ‘provide a way out’. I was teaching a Sunday school lesson one day about this verse. In the class, we listed ways out  of situations that cause us to sin, such as anger. These were first and second graders and porn is not even close to their mind, but their strategies would work with this temptation as well. They concluded that when they get angry they could walk away, go talk to somebody, think of something positive (in their case candy was popular), or/and pray. These strategies can also be applied in any situation that we are tempted. These are good ways out. I Corinthians 10:14 and 2 Timothy 2:22 tell us to flee from sexual immorality. Fleeing is a sound strategy. When tempted we should not stay where we are and try to bear it out, trying to fight this temptation, but flee it. This does not mean you are weak but are strong in your Biblical principles, in your love of God and of family. It can take much more strength to walk awaythan you think.  Something else we can do when we are tempted is call somebody. Have an accountability partner, someone who you can turn to when you are struggling. Someone who is willing to pray for you always and with you in your dark places. Bible says, ‘Two are better than one. Because they are a good return for their labor’ (Ecc 4:9 NIV). In those dark places, even when we cannot get hold of help, God is there. God gives us strength to overcome sin (Jn 16:32-33; I Cor 10:13; 2 Cor 1:3-4 NIV). And just like strength training it is an exercise. But this strength is gained as we continue to pursue our relationship with God. Putting scripture that we can recall when we are tempted helps, as well as prayer (Lk 22:4).  
[bookmark: _GoBack]Finally, there are things we need to remember in our war against pornography. The first is that you are loved no matter what (Hos 2:19-20; Rm 8:38-39). No matter what you do or where you are, you are loved. Nothing can keep you from the love of God. Secondly, you are saved. When Paul uses the word saved, he uses the present progressive form of the word in the Greek. This means you were saved when you accepted Christ in your heart and are saved every day after. No one is perfect and we daily need forgiven and saved from sins. This leads us to remember that we are forgiven and that there is no condemnation in Christ (Lk 11:4; Rm 8:1). A pastor at a men’s conference I attended told a story. He described how people put their trash on the street. Each pile of trash smells. When trash is collected weekly there is no trash man that goes around smelling each pile and compares them from worst to the best of the bad. The point he was making is that sin is sin is sin. The lust that fills pornography is sin. Now, not all sin is equal but it all stinks. James 2:10 says, ‘For whoever keeps the whole law and yet stumbles at one point is guilty of breaking all of it.’ When we confess our sins to one another we shouldn’t condemn each other for we all fall short (Rom 3:23) but hold up one another In grace and love. God died for you. In all this darkness and as we fall in sin and rise with Christ we must try to stop crucifying Christ over and over again (Heb 6:6). Grace does not give us a license to sin but leads us to forgiveness and strength in trials. Remember also that God is always watching and he is the ultimate accountability partner (Jn 3:20). He has given us the Holy Spirit who nudges us and convicts us. We must listen to it (Jn 16:8-11; Rm 8:5-9; Gal 5:16-23). Another help he has given us is His Word, the Bible. We must stay grounded in the word. Know the sword and always have it available, in your heart. Find specific verses you can pull out in times of trouble. (Pv 3:5,7). I like to think of this as digging in. As you do so become familiar with who you are in Christ. In World War Two the soldiers had to dig their holes to protect themselves from gunfire and the brutish weather. Being in this world, in this war, we must keep digging into the word. This is the stuff that helps us stay our ground and remind us of true love. The love of God.
